
30 HISTORY OF THE GREAT WAR 

been expected. Here a strongly-organized front line was weakly 
held and strong masses of infantry broke through on a front of three 
miles. They pushed rapidly forward, seized a portion of the railway 
and occupied the villages of Villers-Guislain, Gouzeaucourt and 
Gonnelieu. The British and Indian cavalry and horse artillery were 
brought forward in great haste and checked the German advance. 
The Germans made frequent desperate assaults on these troops who 
were soon supported by infantry and succeeded in repelling them. 
Gouzeaucourt and Gonnelieu were retaken, but on December 1 
the British withdrew to a stronger position behind the Scheldt at 
Masnieres. Fighting continued in this area until the middle of 
December without much gain or loss of ground on either side. The 
Germans announced the capture of six thousand prisoners and sixty 
guns in this offensive, and recovered about one third of the ground 
they had lost. On November 25 the French attacked and gained 
considerable ground north of Verdun. The important successes of 
the Austrians and Germans on the Italian frontier caused the transfer 
of large bodies of British and French troops to that theatre of war. 
Offensive operations on their part terminated in consequence, and 
the arrival of reinforcements for the Germans late in the year seemed 
to portend an attack. 

THE ITALIAN FRONT, 1917. 

An Italian offensive on March 3 in the Trentino resulted in 
small gains. They began a bombardment on a front of thirty miles 
in the vicinity of Gorizia on May 12. Five days' fighting ended in 
the capture of several strong Austrian positions with nearly 7,000 
prisoners. In this operation the Italians were powerfully assisted 
by British heavy artillery. On May 24 they carried another series of 
trenches on the Carso plateau, taking nine thousand prisoners. 
In conclusive fighting continued for several days, but on June 5 the 
Austrians made successful counter-attacks south of Jamiano taking-
near ly ten thousand prisoners. Another Austrian attack east of 
Gorizia on July 14 was repelled with heavy loss, and a lull in operations 
followed for several weeks. The Italians began another formidable 
offensive on the upper Isonzo on August 19, assisted by the fire of 
not less than two thousand guns distributed along a front of thirty-
seven miles. Taking advantage of a dense fog bridges were thrown 
over the river at several points and crossings effected. Many squad
rons of seroplanes numbering in all two hundred and fifty machines, 
flew over the Austrian lines and bombed the troops massed in reserve. 
The first line of trenches was carried, and in two days' fighting the 
Italians took thirteen thousand prisoners. Several strong positions 
were subsequently evacuated by the Austrians, but they obstinately 
retained their ground facing Gorizia. Several German and Turkish 
divisions then arrived to their assistance and by counter-attacks 
succeeded in recovering much of the lost ground. During the first 
and second weeks in September an extremely numerous and well 
organized force was concentrated for a renewal of this offensive, 
containing ten divisions of veteran German troops. At the same 
time a very subtle and successful propaganda was carried on among 


